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Abstract This paper presents a method of automatically synthesizing a hardware design from a set of source codes
for a real-time system utilizing an RTOS. It generates a full hardware implementation where all the tasks and han-
dlers in the system as well as all the necessary services provided by the RTOS kernel are implemented as hardware.
Every task and handler is synthesized into an independent hardware module so that it may run in parallel with the
other tasks/handlers as soon as it is ready. This leads to task switching with extremely low overhead and reduced
computation time both by parallel and hardware execution. Moreover, this eliminates the necessity of the task queue
management; task scheduling is realized by a relatively simple manager hardware which instructs each task/handler
to run or stall based on the values of its status variables. Since most of the API calls from tasks/handlers are
reduced to reads/writes of these status variables, they can be expanded inline into the tasks/handlers’ source codes
which are compiled into hardware designs by a high-level synthesizer. We have implemented a prototype synthesis
system which assume the use of the TOPPERS/ASP3 real-time kernel. A hardware implementation synthesized
from a samplel.c code, bundled in the TOPPERS/ASP3 release, took 23 cycles for waking up a waiting task and
only 1 cycle for activating an interrupt handler.

Key words Real-Time Systems, RTOS, System Synthesis, Hardware Accelerator, TOPPERS/ASP3, High-Level
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5) (manager) i HEHD X AT /INV F I P50,
TYIAXTV LI MDA VNEH acquired (KT % load
A OfER L LT LCKi Dffi%&Rd

6) (task/handler i) acquired==1 & 5%, 7V 7 1 J)L
vV avOFEGTEMGT 5.

7) (task/handler i) ¥—¥ A I —)L unl.mtx % FE.3.

8) (manager) a2 —T VI AEYVa—A D FHOD
0y 255 REL: Ofiz 1129 %.

9) (mutex) i HHD X A7 /N RS ~NOREKINES
ACQi % 0123 3.

5. REEER

RAZINY RIE, BRARIZE D VI AREEEL )LD
N—RY =z 7ERBIZERT 5. — /5, manager ¥ arbiter 1&¥
AT LOREKIZHE L 72— MDEDEAZ ) T hTHEKT 5.
Z DA, mutex FDOE Y a—VIFFHRFHTH. XAZ /UK

Ja—

’ PROG.cfg ‘ ’ PROG1.c | ==* ’ PROGk.c
kernelicfg.h‘ kernelicfg.h‘ ’TSKiim.c CYCi_m.c| |ALMi_m.c| | INTi_m.c

[

./include/*.h
../target/dummy_gcc/*.h
../arch/gce/*.h
./kernel/*.h

../syssvc/*.h

lib/*.c
L T |

ACAP

b b ' ¢ ! b I

TSKi.v CYCi.v | | ALMiv INTi.v

top.v

arbiter.v

X 4: AEROFI

kernel_cfg.vh manager.v mutex.v

S, 2 a—Fv I ADOKEZFI T4 Fal—varvIrIiL
HOEHRP ST 5.

5.1 = &

RFHIHED BRS AT b, BlieHs 27 4 ACAP [14)
%\ T Perls THEEL 72

ACAP %, C 7B 27 4% L < & MIPS R3000 OF§hiaE 7
0o L% AL LT, ThE 32bit OEEHE MSE W]
FATHRERN— R = TICEMT 5. £3, Afiekes7urs s
LFE GCC ZHWTaY ARSI/ ) vy End. o7 MIPS
DOWMGEE 71 27 2 L% CDFG (control dataflow graph) (2%
L, B, ArYa—V S N T DML
T, Verilog HDL #4593 5. ZHiZk D ACAP %, C a7
TLDEBERUIZ, BAZ NV RF% CPU & a5z N—
R x7iz Amf%é Vivado HLS™® &0 @A &Y A T
LDEGETH, V—AI—RNADLDOEBEZMASZEIZLD
FRRIZET 2 Z EWABETHDIEEZOND.

AKFRTEELLEZVATLZLEEKORNE K 4 1TRT.
¥9, a2y 74Fal—rary 771V PROG.cfg » 5 &
AN=FNATVx7 bOWEEGRARD, C ODEHET 71V
kernel_cfg.c, kernel_cfg.h 3 & U status L ¥ A X DK % L
it U7z kernelcfg.vh 24K 5. £/, KREAT/NVET
DA VEBEEL C 774V (TASKim.c)™ Z4EKT
5. IN6DY—AA-RBLOT7T SV r—varysSurs3
X (PROG1.c, - -+, PROGk.c) *5, ACAP %MW T Verilog
HDL Tt I h7zn— R = 7&E24EKRT 5. 2 FHE
IZ, manager/arbiter/mutex ® Verilog HDL i %, ¥ A7
LRERICE U 72 R — MIUTHRR T 5.

BilF T, TOPPERS/ASP3 ¥ —E A2 —)L 178 {liifd 38
iz EELTW5.

5.2 EEHER

TOPPERS/ASP3 ffgDY > 7V 7025 I “samplel” %
N=FT 77 ZOT7ar L% 2EE2HETEXA
2 MAIN_TASK, #il4% i3 5 X 22 EXC_TASK 8 & U~
3 DONifTHEITRZ A2 TASK1, TASK2, TASK3 &, 77 —4
NV RZ ALMHDRL, A#iNY K5 CYCHDRI, #liAAN Y
R INTNO1 2575, MAIN_TASK &>V TIV#lifEH0 5D
AVv—TEZIFED, LTFOY—LRAI—-)LEEITT 5.

act_tsk, can_act, ter_tsk, chg_pri, get_pri, wup_tsk,
can_wup, rel_wai, sus_tsk, rsm_tsk, ras_ter, rot_rdq,

(#:3) : https://www.xilinx.com/products/design-tools/vivado.html
(7:4) : ACAP FEN—FT 27 EY 2 —)VIZH LT main BEPHLETH S
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3K 4: samplel DEH LR
(a) S 1 2 V8L ST (b) AL

latency module #LUT | #FF

service call | #cycle [ns] top 96 1
act_tsk 23| 301.3 manager 5,305 | 3,027
wup-_tsk 28 366.7 arbiter 573 10
ext_tsk 12 157.2 mutex0 29 16
ras_ter 26 340.5 mutex1 29 16
ter_tsk 23| 3013 MAIN_TASK | 5,382 | 632
slp-tsk 16 | 209.6 EXC_TASK 4,703 | 399
loc_mtx 25 327.5 TASK1 5.320 950
unl_mtx 10| 131.0 TASK?2 6,620 | 649
sta_cyc 19 | 248.9 TASK3 6,258 | 649
sta_alm 20| 262.0 ALMHDRI 8,252 | 850
interrupt 1 13.1 CLCHDR1 6,714 852
INTNO1 5,669 | 639

total 54,950 | 8,689

High-level synthesizer: ACAP (2016.10)
Logic synthesizer: Xilinx Vivado (2016.4)
Target: Xilinx Artix-7 (xc7al00tcsg324-3)

sta_cyc, stp_cyc, sta_alm, stp_alm, loc_cpu, unl_cpu

BWMATEFRAZIE, AR VIZEGFINEILERTTF—X
EEZAA ANV RS, TI—bNYRT, EIAANY RS
VT —Fa—%2MEEXES5. EXC.TASK &, a7 %% U7
BIZV AT LT =)l ext ker ZMERZ LIZL D VAT LEKT
5.

AR E 17z Verilog HDL i, #BEE Y — )V Xilinx Vivado
2016.4 12 & > T, Xilinx FPGA Artix-7 (xc7al00tcsg324-3) %
K="y MG L 7.

BERUN—F T2 T7IZBIT2 VAR AMREEZ K 4 (a) 12
RY. #cycle, latency IZZFNEN, FH— 22— )LAIEEN
THSREVEH SN D ETOERTY 1 7V, K% KT, #l
ZIE, 1 FTH D act_tsk 1%, X 227 ZRIRTED S F247 ATREIRAE
BRI ELETICI2 A7 VBETHE. (FLTROYA
INVTEITREBIERTS.) 2055 REOHEFIZETZ0
E2HA470THD, ZNUHND 21 YA 7 NVIEFTT—F v
IRVIVTIARADEDDIa—F v 7 AEE2T>TW5S
latency (FFETH A 7 NVEE 7V T 1 VN AEIE 13.098 ns
DOMTHD. WIFNOI - 2a—)L% 400 ns BANIZETT
HZENTER. /2, EIAANY KT OEHEHIE 1 Y1 70T
THZeMNTEE

#z4 b)) FEN—RIZTEV 2 VORBEHEEEEZRT.
H#LUT B3IV 27y 75—, #FF 370y 77uy 7
BTdHD. MIPS R3000 HitDY 7 s a7 7at v H4 3200
LUT T» %70, BNABIZEVERLIZZAZ NV RTD
FEEHRBEIEZPPRENVE VWIS, ZHRIZDO2VWTIE, N—F7U =z
T ORBILORMPBHEEEFEZONS.

6. & ¥ ¢

ARETIE, RTOS ZHWEY AT L% TN — Ry o7 EE
EHEERT S TEAREL L. ATERICL D ERS NN —
Rz 7, EHEPIRKELMELTWS Z & 2HERL 2.

BUE, ER L7z — R D = 7 ORBHBESEPPORE WD, &
REED AN E1RBY — AT — ROME, ERIhE N N— Rz
TOBRELEEDT WS, £, WHOEMEKR Y AT L% H
WaZeHHELTVWS
DL LT, @HRDO X227 /Ay RS HEBICESG I WA
WZ & EFTRIC UMt Z T o TnWd T u s 7 ArsDE
AT OND. RTEE LT, b EWELEEEZE DX R

9//\

VRIDOAEWMHEESELE—N, B—DRAT NV

RIDADEETHE—RE2EATEILE2BELTVWS

Fl,ARYINT TS, F—RFa— Avk—IUNy T 7%
\ZB84 % TOPPERS/ASP3 Oftd ¥ —EY 23— )L DEKE
SHOMETH D, X517, RFIED FreeRTOS™ Ffthd
RTOS "DHb 5 HOMETH 5.

Edl

2

AW U CERAEY S 2HW 2 i mil KEOH AR E LK, 7T
REVE B K O A B B G B U F£ 97, ARBFZEIE— JSPS Bk
# 16K00088, 16K01207 # & U 15H02680 DBILIZ & 5.

(1]

(8]

(9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

X [
Y. Cho, S. Yoo, K. Choi, N.-E. Zergainoh, and A. A. Jer-
raya: “Scheduler implementation in MPSoC design,” in
Proc. ASP-DAC 2005, pp. 151-156 (Jan. 2005)
M. Vetromille, L. Ost, C. A. M. Marcon, C. Reif, and F. Hes-
sel: “RTOS scheduler implementation in hardware and soft-
ware for real time applications,” in Proc. RSP ’06 pp. 163—
168 (June 2006).
P. Kohout, B. Ganesh, and B. Jacob: “Hardware support
for real-time operating systems,” in Proc. CODES+I1SSS
03, pp. 45-51 (Oct. 2003).
T. Nakano, Y. Komatsudaira, A. Shiomi, and M. Imai:
“Performance evaluation of STRON: A hardware imple-
mentation of a real-time OS,” IEICE Trans. Fundamentals,
vol. E82-A, no. 11 pp. 23752382 (Nov. 1999).
N. Maruyama, T. Ishihara, and H. Yasuura: “An RTOS in
hardware for energy efficient software-based TCP/IP pro-
cessing,” in Proc. SASP 2010, pp. 58—63 (June 2010).
Renesas Electronics Corp.:
formance in Conventional RTOS and Performance Im-
provements through HW-RTOS,” (Sep. 2018). available
at https://www.renesas.com/kr/en/doc/DocumentServer/
009/r70wp0002ej0100-rtos.pdf (accessed 2019-01-30).
D. D. Gajski, N. D. Dutt, A. C-H Wu, and S. Y-L Lin: High-
Level Synthesis: Introduction to Chip and System Design,
Kluwer Academic Publishers (1992).
S. Shibata, S. Honda, H. Tomiyama, and H. Takada: “Ad-
vanced system-builder: A tool set for multiprocessor design
space exploration,” in Proc. ISOCC 2010, pp. 79-82 (Nov.
2010).
Y. Ando, S. Honda, H. Takada, M. Edahiro:
level design method for control systems with hardware-
implemented interrupt handler,” IPSJ Journal of Informa-
tion Processing, vol. 23, no. 5, pp. 532-541 (Sept. 2015).
N. Ito, N. Ishiura, H. Tomiyama, and H. Kanbara: “High-
level synthesis from programs with external interrupt han-
dling,” in Proc. SASIMI 2015, pp. 10-15 (Mar. 2015).
N. Ito, Y. Oosako, N. Ishiura, and H. Tomiyama, and H.
Kanbara: “Binary synthesis implementing external inter-
rupt handler as independent module,” in Proc. RSP 2017,
pp. 92-98 (Oct. 2017).
Y. Oosako, N. Ishiura, H. Tomiyama, and H. Kanbara:
“Synthesis of full hardware implementation of RTOS-based
systems,” in Proc. RSP 2018, pp. 1-7 (Oct. 2018).
ITRON Committee, TRON association: uITRON4.0 Spec-
ification (1999, 2002). Available at http://www.ertl.jp/
ITRON/SPEC/FILE/mitron-400e.pdf (accessed 2019-01-30).
N. Ishiura, H. Kanbara, and H. Tomiyama: “ACAP: Bi-
nary Synthesizer Based on MIPS Object Codes,” in Proc.
ITC-CSCC 2014, pp. 725-728 (July 2014).

“Issues with Real Time Per-

“System-

(i5) :

- 180 -

https://www.freertos.org




 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     範囲: 全てのページ
     トリム: 無し
     シフト: 移動 左 by 24.09 ポイント
     ノーマライズ(オプション): オリジナル
      

        
     32
     1
     0
     No
     431
     329
     Fixed
     Left
     24.0945
     0.0000
            
                
         Both
         2
         AllDoc
         4
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     None
     35.4331
     Left
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     QI+ 3.0b
     QI+ 3
     1
      

        
     0
     6
     5
     6
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     範囲: 全てのページ
     トリム: 無し
     シフト: 移動 上 by 9.92 ポイント
     ノーマライズ(オプション): オリジナル
      

        
     32
     1
     0
     No
     431
     329
     Fixed
     Up
     9.9213
     0.0000
            
                
         Both
         2
         AllDoc
         4
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     None
     35.4331
     Left
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     QI+ 3.0b
     QI+ 3
     1
      

        
     0
     6
     5
     6
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     範囲: 現在のページ
     マスク座標:  横方向, 縦方向オフセット 56.95, 747.64 幅 485.67 高さ 43.85 ポイント
     マスク座標:  横方向, 縦方向オフセット 502.69, 21.74 幅 61.53 高さ 29.45 ポイント
     オリジナル: 左下
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         2
         CurrentPage
         6
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     56.9457 747.6351 485.6749 43.8547 502.6931 21.7409 61.5276 29.4547 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     QI+ 3.0b
     QI+ 3
     1
      

        
     0
     6
     0
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     範囲: 現在のページ
     マスク座標:  横方向, 縦方向オフセット 507.93, 18.47 幅 64.80 高さ 32.73 ポイント
     オリジナル: 左下
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         2
         CurrentPage
         6
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     507.9295 18.4682 64.8003 32.7274 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     QI+ 3.0b
     QI+ 3
     1
      

        
     1
     6
     1
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     範囲: 現在のページ
     マスク座標:  横方向, 縦方向オフセット 509.89, 19.78 幅 53.67 高さ 30.76 ポイント
     オリジナル: 左下
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         2
         CurrentPage
         6
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     509.8932 19.7773 53.6729 30.7638 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     QI+ 3.0b
     QI+ 3
     1
      

        
     2
     6
     2
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     範囲: 現在のページ
     トリム: 無し
     シフト: 移動 上 by 4.25 ポイント
     ノーマライズ(オプション): オリジナル
      

        
     32
     1
     0
     No
     431
     329
     Fixed
     Up
     4.2520
     0.0000
            
                
         Both
         2
         CurrentPage
         4
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     None
     35.4331
     Left
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     QI+ 3.0b
     QI+ 3
     1
      

        
     2
     6
     2
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     範囲: 現在のページ
     マスク座標:  横方向, 縦方向オフセット 511.20, 21.74 幅 56.29 高さ 28.80 ポイント
     オリジナル: 左下
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         2
         CurrentPage
         6
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     511.2023 21.7409 56.2911 28.8001 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     QI+ 3.0b
     QI+ 3
     1
      

        
     3
     6
     3
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     範囲: 現在のページ
     マスク座標:  横方向, 縦方向オフセット 509.89, 19.78 幅 59.56 高さ 28.15 ポイント
     オリジナル: 左下
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         2
         CurrentPage
         6
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     509.8932 19.7773 59.5639 28.1456 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     QI+ 3.0b
     QI+ 3
     1
      

        
     4
     6
     4
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     範囲: 現在のページ
     マスク座標:  横方向, 縦方向オフセット 506.62, 17.81 幅 56.95 高さ 28.15 ポイント
     オリジナル: 左下
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         2
         CurrentPage
         6
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     506.6204 17.8136 56.9457 28.1456 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     QI+ 3.0b
     QI+ 3
     1
      

        
     5
     6
     5
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     範囲:   5ページから  ページ 6
     トリム: 無し
     シフト: 移動 上 by 4.25 ポイント
     ノーマライズ(オプション): オリジナル
      

        
     32
     1
     0
     No
     431
     329
     Fixed
     Up
     4.2520
     0.0000
            
                
         Both
         5
         SubDoc
         6
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     None
     35.4331
     Left
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     QI+ 3.0b
     QI+ 3
     1
      

        
     5
     6
     5
     2
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddNumbers
        
     範囲: 全てのページ
     フォント: Times-Roman 10.5 ポイント
     オリジナル: 中央下
     オフセット: 横方向 0.00 ポイント, 縦方向 39.69 ポイント
     前置文字列: - 
     後置文字列:  -
     レジストレーションカラーを使用: いいえ
      

        
     1
     1
      -
     BC
     - 
     1
     175
     TR
     1
     0
     502
     331
    
     0
     1
     10.5000
            
                
         Both
         5
         AllDoc
         5
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     [Doc:NumPages]
     0.0000
     39.6850
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     QI+ 3.0b
     QI+ 3
     1
      

        
     0
     6
     5
     6
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





